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TrialPad Seeks to Shift the Balance of Power
in Trial Presentation Technology

By Neil J. Squillante
May 11, 2016

ech savvy lawyers have
debated for years whether
the iPad can replace a
laptop. It turns out that
real life is not mutually exclusive.
The iPad performs certain tasks
better than a PC and vice versa.
Many lawyers now own multiple
devices, and use the best tool for
a given job. For trial presentations,
many lawyers swear by the iPad.

TrialPad 4.5 ... in One Sentence

Launching today, LIT SOFTWARE’s
TrialPad 4.5 is a popular trial
presentation app for the iPad.

The Killer Feature

The new version of TrialPad
leverages the size and resolution
of the 12.9-inch iPad Pro, enabling
you to preview and annotate
documents more easily, and view
longer file names without trun-
cation. TrialPad also supports
the Smart Keyboard and Apple
Pencil. For example, you can use
the Command-F key combination
on the Smart Keyboard to start a
search, and use the Apple Pencil to
more precisely create callouts and
annotations.

TrialPad creator lan O’Flaherty
also runs a trial presentation
company. When he first launched
TrialPad in 2010, O’Flaherty
targeted smaller, less document
intensive trials. “This is no longer
the case,” he tells us. “TrialPad 4.5
on an iPad Pro is faster and more
versatile than Windows software
even in complex trials. And it also
remains the best choice for do-it-
yourself trials without a consultant
like me.”

Other Notable
Features

TrialPad’s new Snap-
shot tool enables you
to capture annotations
and callouts exactly
the way you want to
present them. TrialPad
saves Snapshots as
PDFs in their own
folder for quick access.
You can email, print, or
upload them to cloud
storage. The Snapshot
tool works whether
you’'re displaying just
one document or two
documents side by side in Split
Screen mode.

To go along with the new Snapshot
tool, TrialPad offers improved
annotation tools. The Pen tool
snaps to 90-degree angles when
using the straight line option.
When a highlight overlaps an
earlier highlight, the intersecting
highlights don’t get darker but
instead remain transparent and
readable. A long press on any tool
reveals additional options.

The new version of TrialPad also
makes it easier to prep exhibits.
You can add exhibit stickers in
bulk, and even replace previous
exhibit stickers if necessary. If
you use LIT SOFTWARE’s Doc-
ReviewPad for document review
and production, you can move
selected documents into TrialPad
organized by issue code.

When it's time to go live, TrialPad
tries to prevent human error. When
Output is switched off, the Blank,

Freeze, and Present buttons remain

visible but grayed out. Similarly,
Apple’s Split View is disabled to pre-
vent accidentally showing another
app such as your email or an outline.

What Else Should You Know?

LIT SOFTWARE has taken advantage
of new Apple technologies, resulting
in an improved full-screen mode,
faster PDF rendering, smoother
zooming, and use of iTunes for
backup and transferring cases
between iPads. A new training mode
shows your fingers as round dots
on an external display. TrialPad 4.5
costs $129.99 (it’s a free update for
users of TrialPad 4 and later).
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