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P reparing reports of relevant 
deposition testimony used 
to involve copying and 
pasting into a word proce-

ssing document and wrestling with 
the formatting (this was barbaric 
enough so let’s not even mention 
paper and highlighters). Dedicated 
desktop software brought some 
sanity to this process. However, 
transcript review is perhaps the 
most portable task in litigation. 
Laptops have never worked well on 
a lap, and have long since ceded 
the crown as the most portable 
type of computer.

TranscriptPad 2 ... in One Sentence
Launched this week, Lit Software’s 
TranscriptPad 2 is a significant 
update to the popular iPad app for 
reviewing transcripts and creating 
reports.  

The Killer Feature
The new version of TranscriptPad 
is optimized for iOS 8 and runs 
natively on both 32-bit and 64-bit 
chips. This means that it’ll run fast 
on older iPads and even faster on 
64-bit iPads — namely, the iPad 
Air, Air 2, mini 2, and mini 3.

Lit Software also redesigned the 
user experience and user interface. 
For example, a new tap and hold 
gesture enables you to more 
quickly open, rename, duplicate, 
and delete case folders. You can 
jump to any page in a transcript 
by dragging a slider or tapping the 
page/line indicator and typing a 
page number.

“Thanks to the power and porta-
bility of TranscriptPad 2, reading, 
highlighting, and creating reports 
occurs in a fraction of the time 

desktop softwa-
re takes,” Lit 
Software Foun-
der and CEO Ian 
O’Flaherty told 
us. “No more cu-
tting and pasting 
or right clicking. 
No more boun-
cing back and 
forth between 
PC, laptop, and 
iPad. Transcript-
Pad 2 combines 
the convenience 
of paper with the 
power of mobile 
software.”

Other Notable Features
The company also overhauled 
the annotation tools. You’ll find 
a new workflow for editing flags 
(split, join, and delete), and 
improved tools for assigning 
issue codes. You can also high-
light and underline testimony. 
TranscriptPad now places blue 
dots next to the page/line num-
ber to indicate flags that contain 
notes. Designated page/line 
numbers appear in bold. The new 
cases screen features custo-
mizable case colors.

After you finish reviewing one or 
more transcripts, you’ll find more 
export options for the reports you 
create. You can email reports in 
PDF, Excel, and TXT formats, or 
upload them to Box, Dropbox, 
Transporter, or a WebDAV-
compatible file server. You can 
also print reports directly from 
your iPad. Importing transcripts 
supports all the same services, 
including the ability to use multiple 
services and navigate among 

them (useful as a backup or if a 
client wants to use their preferred 
cloud service).

What Else Should You Know?
Depositions need not look boring. 
TranscriptPad 2 has more typeface 
options, all which preserve the 
original pagination and layout. Also, 
72 possible combinations of folder 
colors, and icons now exist. An 
integrated tutorial helps you get up 
and running (an interactive iBook 
is in the works). TranscriptPad 2 
costs $89.99 (it’s a free upgrade 
for existing users).
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